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AGGREGATE LOAN LIMITS

The maximum outstanding total subsidized and unsubsidized Stafford
Loan debt allowed is

◊ $23,000 for a dependent undergraduate student,

◊ $46,000 for an independent undergraduate student, and

◊ $138,000 for a graduate or professional student (including loans
for undergraduate study).

Note that these maximums include any amounts borrowed under the
William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program (Direct Loans) and that any
outstanding Federal Supplemental Loans for Students (SLS) that a
borrower has count as unsubsidized loans against the borrower’s
aggregate loan limit.

The aggregate limit (or sum total) for both undergraduate and graduate/
professional students must include the amounts a student has outstanding
in subsidized and unsubsidized loans under both the Direct Loan and
FFEL programs, even if the student has consolidated any of these loans
under either program. A student should contact his or her consolidation
loan holder to determine the makeup of the loan—that is, the amount and
information on Federal Consolidation Loans. See Chapter 11 for more
information on Direct Consolidation Loans.

A borrower who has reached his or her aggregate borrowing limit may
not receive additional loans. Once the loans are repaid in full or in part,
the borrower may apply for additional Stafford Loans.

Total Cumulative Loan Limits for FFELs and Direct Loans

Dependent 
Undergraduate

PLUS Loans Independent 
Undergraduate

$138,500
(subsidized and 
unsubsidized, with 
subsidized limited to 
$65,500; includes any 
loans outstanding from 
undergraduate study)

Graduate

$46,000
(subsidized and 
unsubsidized with 
subsidized limited 
to $23,000)

No limit$23,000 (subsidized 
and unsubsidized)


